Epidemiological features of infantile hypertrophic pyloric stenosis in Taiwan: a national study 1996-2004.
The incidence of infantile hypertrophic pyloric stenosis (IHPS) varies among different countries and is supposed to be lower in Asian countries than in Western countries. However, the incidence of IHPS in Taiwan has not been well investigated. The National Health Insurance (NHI) program was implemented in Taiwan in 1995 and covers most of the population (>99%). We used the NHI database to investigate the epidemiological features of IHPS in Taiwan and to compare the data with that of other countries. We identified 962 new IHPS cases during the period from 1996 to 2004. The overall incidence of IHPS was 0.39 (0.34-0.50) cases per 1000 live births. The estimation was 0.39-0.59 per 1000 live births after adjustment for the misdiagnosis rate. The peak incidence (0.58 per 1000 live births) occurred in winter in 1999. Rates were consistently higher in male subjects. The 1-year survival rate was not significantly different in the patients receiving pyloromyotomy in medical centers, regional hospitals, and district hospitals (P=0.389). Taiwan had the second lowest incidence of IHPS reported in the medical literature. IHPS patients can be successfully treated in district and general hospitals with good prognosis.